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ABSTRACT

Press Crimes Damaging Public Interest
""Comparative Study"
Prepared By
Ali Mahmoud Musa Masa'deh
Supervised By
Prof. Dr. Watheba Dawood Al Sa'di

Media, in general, and press in particular has a significant role to
play within a community by transmitting news, information and
comments in fields of thought, culture and sciences. Individual people
who have suggestions for the public goodness that aim at remedy of
imperfections in their communities will find press very effective. This is
how the press contributes to the public life and problem solving efforts
and serves as effective watching dog to find out and remedy malpractices
in various fields of the public life. The technology revolution accelerated
news and data flow and dissemination in an unmanageable way. The
globally occurring events are becoming in hand of everyone so that the
role of press is no longer limited to conveying international and domestic
news, they rather became influential contributors molding the public
opinion. It is therefore demanded to have higher press freedom so that it
can assume its responsibility in obtaining, transmitting and exchange
information.

As press freedom is one of opinion freedoms and opinion
expression means, and implies the one's right to express his opinion in
writing which is basic human right, so it should be preserved in a way
precluding intervention or violation whether politically or economically.
The legislator thus is the competent power which has jurisdiction to
preserve and organize this freedom and securing effective, objective and
honest performance of mission.

However the paramount significance of press freedom in a
democracy, is not absolute. Unrestricted freedom is unimaginable as
nothing in the world is absolute that violates state interests and others.
Along such lines the Jordanian Constitution extended its protection to
include such freedom proposing it as a responsible, balanced and limited
rather than absolute. In article (15) it is stated that: ""1. Opinion freedom is
secured by the state, and every Jordanian is entitled to freely express his
opinion by word, writing, and photographing or whatever expression
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means as long as within law 2. Press and publication free under law 3. No
journal might be stopped or deprived from its privileges except under law
4. In case of emergency a limited control might be imposed by law on
journals, publications, writings, and broadcasts in matters related to
public safety and national defense".

The constitution transferred to the law organization of such
freedom as implied by such statements as "under law" and "subject to
law" so that misusage is improbable, otherwise it could be a way of
violating public interest or rights of others. Constraints imposed by law
intend to create balance between press freedom and other ones; i.e.
protecting press freedom from possible infractions while in the same time
protecting public interest and individual rights from an unrestricted press
freedom. The question is that how could the legislator who intervenes to
organize this freedom create balance between interests to be protected
while in the same time imposes no restrictions but that are necessary to
protect other right most deserving protection. The more balance created,
the greater freedom will be secured, so that there would be no futility or
illusion considering unrestricted vs. restricted press freedom.

Eventually, press freedom in Jordan is directly linked with de facto
legislations whether publication, penalty, court respect, state documents
preservation, punishment, or state court laws. Where the legislator intends
limiting press freedom the circle of penalty will be enlarged and more
strict investigation and trial procedures will be required. Anyway, some
constraints imposed by law comply with the constitutional end of an
organized press freedom; the implication is that they are legalized
constraints required for protecting the public interest and rights of others
from press infractions as concluded by the present study.

This study is organized into a preface and three chapters. The preface
addressed definition and nature of press crimes and common components.
Chapter one addressed criminal liability against crimes by press and other
media means and where such liability is not applied. Chapter two
addressed texts intended to protect the public interest against the danger
of an inescapable opinion freedom and expression published in journals.
Hopefully, a number of suggestions could be drawn out from the
discussion that creates balance between press freedom and state power to
penalize infractions. Chapter three discussed procedural provisions of
press crimes in terms of proceedings, investigations, trial, and
punishments related to press crimes.
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